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POWELL APPLAUDS COMPLETION OF THE NATIONAL RESPONSE PLAN

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell Statement on Department of Homeland Security
Announcement that the National Response Plan has Been Completed

The National Response Plan was developed in partnership with Federal departments and
agencies, including the FCC, as well as state, local and tribal officials, the private sector, and
emergency management national associations. The Plan helps protect Americans by providing a
comprehensive approach on how all elements of incident management, from the top of the
Federal government to the local EMS responder on the scene, coordinate in times of emergency.

We are reminded every day of the importance of ensuring the restoration of
communications services in times of emergency, and of making certain that essential public
health and safety personnel have effective communications services available to them in
emergency situations. The FCC is proud to support the implementation of the NRP and is
dedicated to continuing its efforts to work with industry to evaluate and strengthen our Nation’s
communications infrastructure.

In the new year the Commission’s Network Reliability and Interoperability Council, as
well as the Media Security and Reliability Council will continue their work to promote the rapid
restoration of telecommunications and broadcast services in times of emergency. The FCC will
maintain its ongoing relationships with Federal, state, local and tribal organizations to help make
sure that essential emergency personnel have reliable communications services available to them
both during and after an incident.

I would like to thank the members of the communications industry who took part in the

creation of the NRP, an emergency response approach announced today by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security to help make our Nation safer.
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